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of obedience to law; and, furthermore, that

they may ever regard justly constituted law
as the blazing' sword that defends the pal-

ladium of liberty.

Loyalty to the Past! Permit me in closing

to express again jny conviction that we must
not break with the past. Upon this, the natal
day of the Republic, the birthday of the Decla'

ration of Independence, we reaffirm our in-

debtedness to Adams and Hancock and Frank-
lin and Paine and to all that matchless Spartan
'band who on July 4, 1776, gave to us our
Charter of Human Liberties. Likewise, we
acknowledge our gratitude and our obligatiorj

to every patriot—every noble soul—who at any
time, anj'where, raised his voice or struck a

blow in defence of American Liberty or Ameri-
can institutions. Thus may we all become
teachers and educators—training the will of

the people, clarifying and dignifying public

opinion, inculcating by example and by pre-

cept the highest ideals of American citizenship.

It is said that for three hundred years after

Thermopylae the children in the schools of

Greece were taught to recite from memory,
"by heart," the names of the immortal three

hundred who fell in defense of the Pass. For
nearly a hundred and fifty years our children

have been narrating in our schools the heroic

deeds of our Revolutionary sires. For more
than sixty years they have been singing the

praises of the devoted, valiant boys of '61.

In later years they have been recounting

the exploits of those who served so faithfully

in foreign wars. Now they will add to these

recitals the splendid achievements of our

soldier boj's in khaki and our sailor boys in

blue. With hearts exultant with pride in years

to come they will tell how cheerfully and eager-

ly these noble fellows went forth, how mightily

they triumphed, how they too kept the Pass,

how in the world's most critical hour they de-

fended humanity and rescued civilization; and
finally, how peacefully many are sleeping upon
the hillsides of Flanders. In legend and story

these crusaders of ours, also, will be numbered
among the immortals. A greater honor still

—

they will be beloved of little children. And
upon the altars of the classroom the fires con-

secrated to their memory shall be kept blazing:

in perpetual vigil, fires fed by innocent hands

;

and these same hands shall grasp the torch and
pass it onward to successive generations of

free-born American children, that the fires of

civil and religious liberty may continue to burn
ill vnidimmed ^ brilliancy, that an educated
American democary may continue to be the

beacon liglit of the world, and that a govern-

ment of the people, for the people, and by the

people shall endure. What a splendid ideal-

ism! What a glorious heritage! May we
catch its full significance lest the gleams maj"

vanish, make it a benediction unto ourselves,

and an inspiration unto all those whose lives

are in the moudling.

"Lord of the Universe! shield us and guide us,

Trusting Thee always, through shadow and
sun! ,. : ,

.:,

Thou hast united its, who shall divide us?

Keep us, oh keep us, the MANY IN ONE!
Up with our banner bright,

Sprinkled with starry light,
•-

Spread its fair emblems from mountain to

shore,
,,

While through the sounding sky

Loud rings the Nation's cry,

—

UNION AND LIBERTY! ONE EVERMORE!


